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This is one brief history of cat breeds 
that originated from ancient Siam, today 

Thailand. We will explore history of one very 
popular breed, Siamese cat, a history full of 

dramatic twists and turns. Then, we will find 
out how and why Thai breed was developed. 
We will also explore origins and discuss of 

some lesser known cat breeds - Wichienmaat, 
Suphalak and Khao Manee.



OOnce apon a time...

... the story says, a guy called noah saved the life 
on this planet from the big flood...” ”



Once upon a time, the story says, a 
guy called Noah saved the life on this 
planet from the big flood. Noah built 
the Ark and he filled it with every an-
imal of the world, two by two, one 
male and one female. After the flood 
covered the whole land it looked like 
the water will not withdraw ever. The 
land was under the water siege for a 
very long time and every day was long 
and monotonous. The animals in the 

ark became very bored and searched 
for something to do. The monkey 
spotted the pretty lioness and imme-
diately fell in love. After a while the 
fruit of that funny love was born. It 
was one personable little creature, 
that had the cleverness and agility of 
the monkey, and the courage heart of 
the lioness!*

Let’s start with a story!

*Inspired by George Cansdale’s story from the book “Animals and Man”, 1952



SSome of the 
passengers 
of the 
Noah’s Ark



When the big flood ended, the animals spread all over the world and 
the rest of the legend is well known. But our unusual cat-like creature 

disappeared without a word. Or, better said, without a meow! And then, af-
ter many, many centuries it appeared again, right in the Kingdom of Siam...

That was one nice bedtime story, but let’s get serious and move to facts!



Before the 19th century, access to the interior of 
Kingdom of Siam was strictly limited to all but a few 

diplomats and some privileged merchants. These lucky 
often returned home with mysterious tales about the 
beautiful Kingdom. After the middle of 19th century, the 
Kingdom opened to the outside world. European traders 
and travelers found a variety of extraordinary goods, to 
be exported to their home markets - spices, silk, jewels... 
But, one of the most exotic things they took back home 
were elegant little cats...



The WichianmaatW



Those cats of exceptional appear-
ance had unique color and mys-

tical blue eyes, glowing like a precious 
stone. The Siamese name for those 
cats was Wichianmaat, which trans-
lates as Moon Diamond, or Wichien 
Maas, which means Gold Diamond. 
The breeding and keeping of those 
cats was reserved only for the roy-
al court of Siam. In ancient Siamese 
manuscripts Wichianmaat cat is de-
scribed as a cat that brings luck and 
good fortune to owners.

There were the rumors that those 
Royal cats, which will be known in 
the West as “Siamese cats“, were seen 
in Europe at the beginning of 18th 

century. However, based on available 
evidence it is safe to say that import-
ing of our Royal cats started between 
1860 and 1870s.

Two cats from Siam were exhibited at 
the very first documented cat show - 
Crystal Palace Cat Show in London, 
on July 1871. The owner and exhibi-
tor was some Mr. Maxwell, and it was 
reported that those cats were “the first 
of their kind ever brought to this UK”. 
And then there was one lady Dorothy 
Neville who showed Siamese cats at 
the subsequent shows at the 
Crystal Palace, in Decem-
ber of 1871 and again in 
May next year.



The 1st  
Crystal 
Palace Cat 
Show, July 
1871, London

Mr J. Walter’s cat Myrriee 
at the age of 5 (born 1870)



In the very beginning cats imported 
from Siam were not used in breed-
ing program. Documented history of 
breeding Siamese cats in Europe be-
gins in 1884, with a pair of cats named 
Pho and Mia. According to the wide-
ly accepted story, those two cats were 
given to the British consul in Bang-
kok, Edward Blencowe Gould, by the 
King of Siam himself, Rama V. Cats 
were a farewell gift. 

These pointed cats were favorite pets 
of the royal family and legend says 
that they were kept exclusively, with 
a great care, in the King’s palace. The 

cats were the guardians of temples 
too, and it was considered to be a great 
honor to give someone a cat as a gift. 
Those days, cats were sacred in Siam. 
Allegedly, the people from Siam be-
lieved that cats were a resting place 
for the souls - the cats will receive the 
souls of the owners at death.

King Rama V also gave a pair of cats 
to French diplomat August Pavie in 
1885. A few years earlier an other Si-
amese cat was sent to wife of 
American president but this 
cat did not survive.

Early breeding of Siamese cats



King 
Chulalongkorn 
- Rama V

King Rama V also gave 
a pair of cats to French 
diplomat August Pavie  
in 1885. 

According to the widely 
accepted story, two cats 
-  Pho and Mia were given 
to the British consul 
in Bangkok, Edward 
Blencowe Gould, by the 
King of Siam himself, 
Rama V. Cats were a 
farewell gift. 

”



In 1904 King Rama V visited the 
Russian Empire and he brought a 

Royal Siamese cat, as a present for the 
princess, a daughter of the Emperor 
Nicholas II of Russia. 

NOTE: There is some suspicion that the King 
of Siam himself was giving cats as the Roy-
al gifts to foreigners, and it is a only popular 
belief, because there is no recorded evidence 
(at least for the most of cases). Anyway, some 
other members of the Palace could have done 
it in the King’s name.

King Chulalongkorn Rama V
and Emperor Nicholas II of Russia



Soon after Mr. Gould brought the Siamese 
cats to Britain, they became instantly 

popular because of distinctive marks, clev-
erness and dog-like behavior. Some rude 
comments were heard too, such as „an un-
natural nightmare of a cat” but, fortunately, 
most people were impressed. British illus-
trator Harrison Weir, who is known as the 
father of cat fancy, in his book „Our Cats 
and All About Them“ from 1889 wrote: 
„Among the beautiful varieties of the do-
mestic cat brought into notice by the cat 
shows, none deserves more attention than 
The Royal Cat of Siam”.  

Mr. Harrison Weir wrote the first Siamese 
breed standard in 1892. Shortly after, in 
the year of 1902, the first Siamese Cat Club 
was founded by enthusiastic admirers of 
the breed.

In their early days in Britain, all cats com-
ing out of Thailand were called “Siamese”, 
regardless of color. Two types of those cats 
were the most prominent. The cream col-
ored body with sharp defined points and 
notable blue eyes was called “Royal Cat of 
Siam” or “Palace cat”, reflecting the legend 
that they were kept only in royal palace.

And the other type was called “Temple 
Cat”, also known as “Chocolate Cat of 
Siam”, with deep brown body and hardly 
visible points.

The Siamese Cat Club was encouraging 
breeders to distinct  breeding of Royal cat 
and the Chocolate cat of Siam. 



The  Royal 
Cat of Siam

The  
Chocolate 
Cat of Siam

British illustrator Harrison 
Weir, who is known as the 

father of cat fancy, wrote the 
first Siamese breed standard 

in 1892.



Those days the British were beginning 
to hold cat shows regularly and devel-
op standards for breeding pedigree 
cats. The Brits were also the first to 
become fascinated by Siamese cats in 
a big way, and they constantly traveled 
to Siam to obtain and import them 
into UK. It was not long before Sia-
mese cats were a small but persistent 
part of the cat fancy scene. According 
to Milo Denlinger’s book “The Com-
plete Siamese Cat” from 1952, all ped-
igreed Siamese cats of today descend-
ed from about eleven cats that were 

imported into England from Siam in 
the beginning in the 1880s. Pho and 
Mia, king Rama’s gift we mentioned 
before, are among them. Their own-
er was Lilian Jane Veley (Gould)*, the 
sister of British Consul in Bangkok. 

Pedigreed Siamese cats of today

*Lilian Jane Veley (Gould) was a British biolo-
gist mainly known for her studies of microor-
ganisms in liquor. She was one of the first wom-
en admitted to the Linnean Society of London 
and one of the first European breeders of Sia-
mese cats.



Pho 
and Mia 
offsprings

Mrs.  Vivian’s Royal Cat of 
Siam, Prize-winner;

illustration by Harrison 
Weir, from „Our Cats and All 

About Them“



Photos and illustrations from the first de-
cades of Royal Siamese cats reveal that they 
were more robust and had more rounded, 
wedge-shaped heads than today’s show-style 
Siamese.  This early Siamese were variable in 
appearance.

Some of them were rounder and more ro-
bust than others, some were more elegant 
than others, but all had longer body and 
“wedgier” head than the cobby British Short-
hairs and Persians of that time and of today. 
This is probably why the father of cat fancy, 
Harrison Weir, in a Siamese breed standard 
from 1892 describes them as “marten-faced, 
Oriental type of cat, distinctly different from 
the cobby, round British cats”. 

Goblin,
born 1888
owner the 
Duchess of 
Bedford

Siamese cat 
from Dresden 
Zoo Drawing 
by B. Dittrich, 
1895

Pair of imported 
Siamese cats, 
in 1930s: 
Oriental Minoo 
Pinklepurr & 
Oriental Nai 
Tabhi

VVariability in appearance



Here is the Siamese superstar from 
that period – Wankee, the first of-

ficial Champion of the world in his vari-
ety. He was imported by Mrs. Robinson. 
In  „The Book of The Cat“, by Mrs. Fran-
ces Simpson from 1903, records that 
Wankee was bred in Hong Kong and his 
mother, named Nims, was a stolen pal-
ace kitten. Wankee was born in Septem-
ber 1895 and was six months old when 
he arrived in England. In the same book 
we can find this:

“Champion Wankee won over thirty 
prizes, but was never shown until June 
1898, therefore losing the time in which 
most Siamese cats gain their honors - 
namely, between six months and two 
years, when they are pale in color of coat.”    

Mrs. Robinson’s 
Champion 

Wankee



Siamese of 
nowadays with 
kink of the tail

„The Book of The Cat“ also reveals one important is-
sue – kink on the tail, which could often be found  on 
cats imported from Siam. We read the following: “A 
point on which the Siamese fancy is divided, is wheth-
er the ideal cat should have a kink in the tail or not. 
The Club remains neutral. Champion Wankee has a 
decided kink, looking in fact, as though the tail had 
been caught in a door in his early youth“.

On the other hand, Miss Forestier-Walker, owner and 
breeder of many famous Siamese cats and the judge of 
the Siamese, in the same book says: 

“The tails are sometimes straight, which is not a fault; 
but a knot or kink in the tail is a peculiarity of the breed 
and therefore desirable. In England it has been assert-
ed that this is a defect, but in Siam it is highly prized... 
In the East cat with a kinked tail fetches a higher price”.

Kink of the tail



Let’s back to the facts again!

There is one nice legend of the Si-
amese kink of the tail. The origin 

of that legend is unknown, maybe the 
legend comes from the cat’s homeland, 
and maybe it was made up by western 
breeders. The legend says that when 
Princess of the Royal Court went for 

a swim, she used a tail of her beloved 
cat as a ring holder. The devoted cat 
could bend the tip of it’s tail and se-
curely hold the rings. Over time cat’s 
tail had stiffened permanently, and all 
Siamese cats from then on were born 
with a kink in the tail.



Here is a further description 
of Siamese breed beginnings, 

from Mrs. Robinson, Wankee own-
er and Siamese judge. In „The Book 
of the Cat“, she says: 

“Of the Royals there seem to be 
two types in England. The first, with 
rather a small, long headed cat, with 
glossy, close lying coat and deep blue 
eyes and with a decided tendency 
to darken with age - it is generally 
the imported cat or having import-
ed parents. The other is a larger cat, 
with rounder head, a much thicker, 

longer and less close lying coat, and 
the eyes a paler blue. These cats do 
not darken as much or as soon as 
the other type, and have generally 
been bred for several generations 
in England”.

Let’s take a look on Tiam O’Shian 
IV, another early Siamese Superstar. 
This cat did not have the kinked tail. 
He was never to become a champi-
on, but was often described as „the 
best Siamese male in England“.



Tiam O’Shian IV, born 
August 1899, described 
as „the best Siamese male 
in England“.

One Mrs. Fleitman and five of her 
Siamese Cats in Paris, 1930 New York 

cat owner that took the first place at the 
International Cat Club Show



The Siamese-maniaS



The Siamese breed at the end of 
the 19th century was spread all 

over the Western world. As men-
tioned before, the first Siamese cats 
came to France in 1885. In the late 
1890s and early 1900s, Siamese cats 
were imported into North Ameri-
ca from Britain, France, Japan and 
Siam. In April 1909, The Siamese Cat 
Society of America was founded and 
the first standard for the Siamese Cat 
was approved. In Germany, first cat-
teries were registered by the end of 
1920s. The Siamese-mania was grow-
ing quickly and it affected the whole 
world. During the 1950s and 1960s 
the breed’s popularity reached its peak 

and Siamese cats appeared in movies 
or cartoons such as “Bell, Book and 
Candle”, “That Darn Cat”, “Incredible 
Journey”, and of course “Lady and the 
Tramp”, making the Siamese breed 
ever more famous.

Scene from famous cartoon “Lady and the Tramp”



Judging from numerous histor-
ic photos, the development of the 

breed towards a more extreme Orien-
tal type started sometime after 1950. 
It started in America (maybe the 
characters from Disney’s „Lady and 
the Tramp” started this trend?!) The 
written standards didn’t change, but 
their interpretation did. And in 1966 
a new preamble to the CFA breed 
standard was written. This 1966 pre-
amble favored a more extreme type of 
Siamese. In the “All About Siamese”, a 
book by Barbara Burns (from 1993), 
states that the new role model for the 

Siamese breeders was the elegant line 
of the cheetahs. At this time the Sia-
mese breeders felt like the artists, try-
ing to create a new work of art. It was 
the beginning of domination the ul-
tra-oriental, modern type of Siamese 
at the cat shows.

Over time a more extreme body type 
became apparent. By the mid-1980s, 
cats of the original style had almost 
disappeared from cat shows.



Changing of preferred SiameSe Type over 
deCadeS

Duen Ngai, Po and 
Mia progeny, 1885

Typical show specimens, 1900-1910s
Duen Ngai, Po and 
Mia progeny, 1885

Champion Prestwick 
Perak, female, 1920s



Changing of preferred SiameSe Type over 
deCadeS

CH Fan-T-Cee’s Tee 
Cee, 1950s

Afka Khan and Champion Clonlost YoYo, 1940s
Bouddah, 1930s



Changing of preferred SiameSe Type over 
deCadeS

1960s 1970s 1980s Nowadays



The Thai catsT

vs

in 1980’s the old cats had the completely new 
look, but it was not appreciated by everybody.”



In 1980’s the old cats had the com-
pletely new look, but it was not ap-

preciated by everybody. A lot of peo-
ple - breeders, fans or potential buyers 
preferred a moderate Siamese from 
the past, similar to Wichiemaat - an-
cient native pointed cat of Thailand. 
So the breeders from North Ameri-
ca and Europe, especially those from 
England and Germany, united for the 
common task to return to the original 
appearance of breed. 

The new-old cats were named Old-
Style Siamese, Traditional, Original, 
Primary or Classic Siamese. This pro-

cess started at the end of 1980s and be-
ginning of 1990s. Of course, that was a 
very difficult task. It was apparent that 
„fashion“ trend in cat fancy did not 
penetrate much in eastern countries 
of Europe where they retained the ear-
ly 20th-century Siamese look, and it 
was possible  to revitalize  the old look 
using old Siamese bloodlines. The cats 
from Balkan countries and from the 
East (ex-Soviet counties) were import-
ed to the West for the task. 



When enough breeding cats were 
collected from many sides, and 

after groups of breeders were formed, 
those cats were named Thai, after the 
modern name of the Kingdom of 
Siam - Thailand. This name was pro-
posed by one lady whose energy and 
enthusiasm fueled this project. That 
lady is Mrs. Anneliese Hackmann, the 
founder and the president of WCF. 

So the Thai breed appeared on cat fan-
cy scene and although it could fit in an 
old standard, it was agreed that new the 
standard had to be defined. There were 
various proposals. At the end, proposals 
from Dr. Mrs. Rosemarie Wolf of FIFe 
and proposal from the United States 
were used for new standard. Soon there 
was a sufficient number of cats to be 
presented to WCF for new breed rec-
ognition.  In 1990, the new-old breed 
got the championship status in  World 
Cat Federation.

Mrs. Anneliese Hackmann,  
the founder and the president of WCF



thai cats in German cat 
magazine “katzen-echo“, 
the end of 1980s



Unfortunately, not all breeders respected 
breed standards strictly. In order to ob-

tain the cobbier look or to quickly achieve 
desired old style Siamese look, they were out-
crossing Siamese with non-oriental cats, for 
instance British and the pedigrees had many 
unknown ancestors. That was a wrong way, 
certainly.

Let’s make a small digression here. Similar out-
crossings already took place in the early days 
of Siamese in the West, when breeders tried 
to breed more durable cats, cats that would fit 
better in British climate. The first Wichien-
maat imports in the West were delicate, only 
adjusted to tropical conditions in South-East 
Asia. Maybe the words of Mrs. Robinson, the 
owner of Champion Wnkee, reveal exactly 
that: “... the other (type) – she says – is a larger 
cat, with rounder head, a much thicker, longer 
and less close lying coat, and the eyes a pal-
er blue. These cats do not darken as much or 

as soon as the other type, and have generally 
been bred for several generations in England.“

However, due to the good work of dedicated 
breeders, from 1990 to 2006 the Thai breed 
became well established in Europe. At the be-
ginning of the new millennium the breeders 
started importing Wichienmaat cats from 
Thailand, in order to enlarge gene pool for the 
breed. American and European Thai breeders 
worked together, cooperatively sharing the 
bloodlines. After long journey the breeders 
have managed their goals and the rise of the 
new-old  breed was simply unstoppable. At 
the World Cat Congress 2005 in Dortmund, 
nearly 40 Thai cats were present in the show 
hall. In 2007, TICA granted Preliminary New 
Breed status to the Thai, and two years later 
it was promoted to Advanced 
New Breed. In the 2015 FIFe 
accepted Thai as a Preliminary 
recognized breed.



wcF and tica preferred thai type

It has to be mentioned that the standards are slightly different from one or-
ganization to another, but all standards are based on the appearance of 

Wichienmaat, the native cat from Thailand.



Samut khoi 
- thai folding 
book with 
12 folios, 
which open 
from top to 
bottom central 
thailand, 19th 
century (the 
British library)



Let’s go back once again to the past...

Long before the Western world has met 
Royal Cats from the Kingdom of Siam, 

several cat varieties were described and il-
lustrated in the Samut Khoi, the old manu-
scripts, in the form of folded book. In 19th 
century in Siam, there was a tradition of 
producing treatises (manuscripts) on ani-
mals that played important roles at the roy-
al court and in monasteries. Topics of the 
manuscripts varied from the elephants to 
birds, horses, cats...

One of them was “Tamra Maew” - it was a 
collection of ancient poems about cats. The 
oldest poems were as much as 600 years old. 
Those manuscripts have been copied and 
re-illustrated many times over and over, and 
they are different editions of the same origi-
nal document which was lost somewhere in 
time. 

The “Tamra Meow” describes 23 differ-
ent kinds of cats – 17 that bring good luck 
and 6 that bring bad. Each was said to be 
an omen for a different blessing or curse. 
There was a strong belief that certain types 
of cats could bring good luck, prosperity, 
or health to the owner. Some of described 
cats were reserved for the royal family. Cer-
tain cats also were believed to be the “keep-
ers” of Buddhist temples, which resulted in 
these cats being closely guarded and high-
ly revered. In England of the 19th century, 
with cats of Siam also came a legend – the 
belief that light-colored Wichiemmaat cats 
represent silver, and the dark cats with yel-
low eyes represent gold, so the possessors of 
both will always have plenty.



wichienmaat cat, illuStration From Samut khoi,  
19th century (the BritiSh liBrary)

In those old manuscripts we can easily spot Wichienmaat 
cats, the ancestors of today’s Siamese and Thai cats. 



Suphlalak cat, illuStration From Samut khoi,  
19th century (the BritiSh liBrary)

And on other illustrations we can spot the cat that rep-
resents the gold - the rich brown, self-colored choco-

late-brown cat. This type is called Tong Daeng or Suphlalak, 
and it is the rarest type of all native cats in Thailand.  



In the Tamra Meow, the Suphalak color 
is poetically described as “color of cop-

per glinting”, “claws and fur an unmixed 
red” and “color of red light all over” (trans-
lations by Martin Clutterbuck). Nowa-
days, the standard says: “Suphalak cats are 
brown tinged with red or a rust color, as 
tamarind seeds, or light brown; the color 
is consistent over the whole body, includ-
ing legs, ears, face and tail”.

Between the early imported cats from 
Siam, together with Royal Siamese and 
Temple Siamese, there were described 
“solid rich brown body color Siamese 
cats with yellow eyes”. As mentioned be-
fore, at that time every cat out of Thai-
land was called ‘Siamese’, regardless of 
color. In Harrison Weir’s book „Our Cats 

and All About Them“ from 1889 and in 
Frances Simpson’s „The Book of The Cat“ 
from 1903 there are references of one Mr. 
Young of Harrogate, who had a chocolate 
cat with yellow eyes. In “The Book of The 
Cat”, on page 234, there is also an interest-
ing description: 

„The best and most definitely colored 
AOC* I ever saw was Mrs. Davies’ Sin Li, 
a deep self colored chocolate-brown cat. 
He was supposed to be one of three Swiss 
Mountain cats imported to this country, 
and he was a most handsome and interest-
ing animal. Unfortunately, he died young, 
leaving no progeny“.

*AOC is an acronym of “Any Other 
Color”, a color designation of cats 
that are of a color for which no 
class is provided.



the only known photo oF 
chocolate coloured cat 

- netherland ma

This “chocolate colored cat with 
the same color all over” was ex-

hibited in 1894 as Swiss Mountain 
Cat. The breeder (owner) of this cat 
was one Mrs. Sutherland who lived 
among the Alps. The Encyclopedia 
Britannica in 11th edition makes 
mention of a “wholly chocolate 
colored strain of Siamese.” We can 
trace a few more solid chocolate 
cats from Thailand in the first years 
of cat fancy history in the West: 
Netherland Ma, Granny Grumps, 
Master Timkey Brown, Zetland 
Wanzies. About ‘Zetland Wanzies’, 
Mrs. Robinson, owner and breeder 
of many famous Siamese cats and 
the judge of the Siamese, consider 
them more likely to be a freak than 
a distinct variety, she said. 



Suphalak cat nowadayS

www.timba.org

The legend that was mentioned before, 
about light cats of silver and dark cats of 

gold, gave an idea to Miss Forestier Walker 
„that originally the eyes of the pure choc-
olate cat were yellow, and that the present 
variety (with blue-green or aqua eyes) are 
outcrossings with the Royal Cat.” 

However, chocolate color cats with yellow 
eyes vanished in the West, in the 1920s. 
Breeders were discouraged when the Sia-
mese Cat Club ruled that only blue-eyed 
Royal Siamese Cats were acceptable for 
registration.



the havana Brown cat

Suphalak cat could be considered as the natural equiva-
lent of the Havana Brown breed and it is certainly one of 

foundations of Burmese and Tonkinese breed.



The Khao manee K

cat mural in old thai temple of wat thong noppakhun

M



the tamra maew khao plort

Stamp From 
thailand, with 

odd eyed white 
native cat

Another cat from Thailand intrigues 
the West world nowadays - the sol-

id white cat, named Khao Manee, which 
means white jewel (white gem). It is a new 
breed in North America and Europe, but 
it is traditional in its country of origin. 

In “Tamra Meow”, among the good omen 
cats there is a white cat called Khao Plort 
(meaning: all white) and it is described 
like this: “they shine like crystal, their eyes 
are like diamonds and they bring long life, 
prosperity in work, material wealth and 
happiness”. In another description their 
eyes are compared with “clear mercury” 
which is a poetic way of describing the 
cold tint of their pale eyes. Khao Manee 
cats of today can have blue, green, yellow 
or odd eyes on heart-shaped face with high 
cheekbones. The coat is like of other cats 
from Thailand - short, smooth, close-ly-
ing. They are muscular, athletic cats of 
moderate foreign type.



We know that first Kao Manee ever 
to leave the Thailand soil was in 

June 1999. The story about those cats 
shook the cat fancy history. The twist 
in official history happened! It seems 
that Royal Siamese cat, the Wichiem-
maat, were not the only Royal cats in 
Kingdom of Siam. It turned out  that 
the true Royal Cats of old Siam were 
Khao Manee! Allegedly King Ch-
ulalongkorn (Rama V) owned 9 of 
those. The story continues, claiming 
that those cats were strictly protected 
and could be owned exclusively by the 
Royal head. Was that the reason why 
king Rama V gave a Wichienmaat to 
the British Consul (and to the other 
foreign diplomats)? Or the foreigners 

just liked more the unusual pointed 
cats from the Palace instead of solid 
white which could be seen in Europe?

The Khao Manee fans firmly be-
lieve that this story, about the true 
Royal cats, may have a confirmation 
in the book “Siamese Cats“ by Syd-
ney W. France from the middle of XX 
century. In 1948 (or 1949) “Cats and 
Kittens” magazine, of which Sydney 
France was editor than, published a 
letter from Mr. Garry of Minehead, 
Somerset. This Mr. Garry had lived in 
Borneo and he wrote:



When I was in Siam in 1930, I 
was told that there were two 

distinct types of Siamese cats [...]. 
The first is the one we see in England, 
but I think its points are a shade dif-
ferent, [chocolate] brown instead of 
seal. The second, which was said to 
be peculiar to the Royal family and 
palaces, had the body colour of the 
first - but not the points; and hazel 
eyes. Having been a contemporary 
at Eton with the then King, I got a 
special permit to see the Bangkok 
Palace more thoroughly than the 
usual tourist does, and I saw one 

or two of these “Royal” cats, whose 
appearance was (to the best of my 
recollection after so long) as I have 
described. At that time, the export 
of the first type, except neuter ones, 
was absolutely forbidden, owing to 
the fear that they might become ex-
tinct in Siam, because so many had 
been exported. The second type was 
absolutely unobtainable, far less ex-
portable, for it was not to be seen 
outside the royal palaces.”

”

”



Sripia, the FirSt khao manee cat 
exported From thailand to  
the weSt, in June 1999.

khao manee cat in the weSt



Khao Manee cats, as mentioned 
before, started their journey in 

the West in June 1999. In 2010 the 
breed got “exhibition only“ status 
in GCCF and  from 2015 the Khao 
Manee breed was advanced to Cham-
pionship level in TICA.

After spices, silk, jewels and other 
goods from the far East which fasci-
nated the West, throughout the cen-
turies, that history is repeating. These 
days a “White Jewel” cat is slowly con-
quering the cat fancy of West!

I would like to finish this presentation with one personal belief.  
I have an impression that the primary goal of felinology and even 
of the cat fancy in the new millennium is not that much to create, 
but to preserve – to preserve what nature has created, to preserve 
it for the future and next generations!

Svetlana Lalović, Club Le PETit WCF, Serbia

•
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